
✦Intro: Max Lucado writes in No Wonder They Call Him the Savior,  of the 
twists and turns and surprising, unlikely nature of the Godʼs activity in his 

creation.  Listen: “As the story unfolds, a devil of a snake feeds man a line 
and an apple, and gullible Adam swallows them both.  This one act of 

rebellion sets in motion a dramatic and erratic courtship between God and 
man. Though the characters and scenes change, the scenario repeats itself 

endlessly.  God, still the compassionate Creator, woos his creation. Man, 
the creation, alternately reaches out in repentance and runs in rebellion. 
✦It is within this simple script that Godʼs creativity flourishes.  If you thought 
he was imaginative with the sea and the stars, just wait until you read what 

he does to get his creation to listen to him!  For example, a ninety-year-old 
woman gets pregnant.  A woman turns to salt.  A flood blankets the earth. A 

bush burns (but doesnʼt burn up.) The Red Sea splits in two. The walls of 
Jericho fall. The sky rains fire. A donkey speaks.  
✦Talk about special effects!  But these acts, be they ever ingenious, still 
couldnʼt compare with what was to come.  Nearing the climax of the story, 

God, motivated by love and directed by divinity, surprised everyone.  He 
became a man.  In an untouchable mystery, he disguised himself as a 

carpenter and lived in a dusty Judaean village.  Determined to prove his 
love for his creation, he walked incognito through his own world.  His 

calloused hands touched wounds and his compassionate words touched 
hearts. He became one of us.” 

✦It just so... unlikely, isnʼt it?  Itʼs a an astounding kind of love the 
scriptures tells us that resides in Godʼs heart for us.
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✦1.  God wants me to bank everything on his love for me.  And God likes to 
use the unlikely things to get me to perk up and pay attention to the fact of 

his sovereign love.  These unlikely things are the times when we begin to 
realize that there is a God, and one that cares –when there are no other 

explanations that fit.  God will often work in unimaginable ways just to prove to us 

that it is he that is acting on our behalf and not mere chance.

✦“But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; 
God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. He 

chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things--and the 
things that are not--to nullify the things that are, so that no-one may 

boast before him. It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, 
who has become for us wisdom from God--that is, our righteousness, 

holiness and redemption. Therefore, as it is written: “Let him who 
boasts boast in the Lord.”” 1 Corinthians 1:27-31, NIV.

✦Let me share a personal example.  In 1999, my family and I had just 
moved to Highland, IN to work among Godʼs family at First CRC. We didnʼt 

really want to do it all that much.  We loved the church family we were a 
part of in Iowa. Weʼd only been there 9 years!   We told the search team not 

to bother.  We didnʼt travel out to interview or worship, while the other major 
candidate did. We didnʼt really want the move, but God called us there 

anyway.  It was all highly unlikely. (If you want to hear more of the stories of 
how we knew it was God, ask me sometime.) Long story short, about a 

week after relocating to Highland I was troubled and walking around in my 
office praying one specific prayer, “God, why am I in Highland?”  No 

answer.  I asked lots of times.  I walked around in the sanctuary praying 
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“Why am I in Highland, God?”  This was hard. I liked our former life.  I 
needed something to go on.  Why am I in Highland?  I went back to my 

office to begin some study since I wasnʼt hearing any answers from God. A 
few minutes later, there was a soft knock at my door, and in walked a 

grandmother of the church, 70-some years of age.  Her name is Marian.  
She is a faithful prayer warrior and lives right across the street.  She did not 

know about my morning prayer time. She did not know I was asking God 
repeatedly why he had brought me to Highland.  Her first words to me as 

she entered the room were, “Pastor, I just came over to tell you why youʼre 
in Highland.”  The hair on the back of my neck stood up and I started to 

tear up.  She crossed the room hugged me and said, “Oh you poor dear. 
God says that you are here to fan into flame the glowing embers of this 

church.”  Unlikely things, I know.  They get your attention.
✦A.  Ruth is another one of those unlikely stories in which God shows his 

sovereign, and determined love is in fact always working on behalf of his 
people in good times and bad.  Donʼt give up, friends.  If you are in Christ, 

God never gives up on you. Ruth was an unlikely candidate for the rains of 
refreshment.  Her story plays out more like one of Lemony Snickets Series 

of Unfortunate Events.  She is a Moabite in Israel (strike one), a woman 
(strike two) who became a widow (ball one), who owned nothing (ball two), 

and ends up being the great grandmother of Hebrew royalty (homerun)!
✦In Chapter 4, Naomi has come full circle, from emptiness to fullness, from 

desperation to delight not by her own doing, but by the redemptive efforts 
of others: Ruth, Boaz, and even her little grandson Obed (“servant”).  

Thatʼs part of the reason Jews read it every Pentecost, the festival on the 
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50th day of harvest season, for they would celebrate the God who provides 
and turns empty land into abundant provision. 

✦Once when I was a youth, we visited Mammoth Caves in KY.  You 
can fit a 747 in that cave, thatʼs how big it is.  When the guide turned 

off all the lights you couldnʼt see your hand in front of your face!  A 
little girl started to cry in the darkness.  Another young voice, 

presumably her brother, said, “Donʼt worry, somebody here knows 
how to turn on the lights."
✦Ruth is here to teach us that when there seems to be no light at the 
end of the tunnel, God knows how to turn on the lights.

✦B. Can I remind us of the unlikely nature of this happy ending? Itʼs all 
accented in the names of the people in this Chapter: Ruth, Boaz, Perez, 

Judah, Tamar, Salmon.
✦1) Ruth is a Moabite.  We repeatedly read of “Ruth the Moabitess”  

Nobody calls Boaz “Boaz the Israelite”!  No one labels Naomi “Naomi 
the Hebrew.”  The kinsman is all set to buy out Naomi when he 

discovers he would have to marry Ruth, the Moabitess!  
✦[That in itself is a cliff-hanger!  Itʼs like weʼre all rooting for 

Dwayne Johnson (The Rock) to marry, say,  Penelope Cruz, but 
Danny Devito has prior rights.  When confronted with the 

opportunity Danny shrugs and says “OK, Iʼll do it.” and we all go 
“Oh nooo!”] 
✦We donʼt know for sure what scared Danny off.  There are a 
few possibilities though: 1) raising up children with Ruth would 

diminish the inheritance that would go to his current children, as 
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Ruthʼs offspring would get Naomiʼs land, and also be heir to his; 
2) according to Deut.23 no descendant with Moabite blood 

could enter the temple until after the 10th generation.  So 
thereʼs a stigma attached. You can see then that Ruth was an 

unlikely candidate for a happy ending.
✦2) So why was Boaz so different? What cloth was he cut from?  

✦a) Boaz was from the tribe of Judah.  You can read the messy 
story Judah, his daughter-in-law, Tamar, whose husband died 

twice (crazy, I know), and Perez her son, in Genesis 38. Iʼll 
summarize it for you here. Tamar married Judahʼs son who then 

died.  According to the same levirate marriage laws we find in 
Ruth, Judah tells son #2 to raise up offspring with Tamar.  Son 

#2 dies.  Judah gets nervous and wonʼt give son #3 to Tamar 
lest he die as well (as though Tamar had anything to do with it).  

So Tamar goes out disguises herself like a call-girl and waits for 
Judah to come by.  When he does, she puts the move on him 

and and they go in the back room to get to know each other 
better.  But Judah forgot his wallet so he gives her his ring and 

staff as collateral.  Before he can settle the bill, the call-girl 
vanishes.  Well, then, a bit later Judahʼs daughter-in-law, Tamar, 

who doesnʼt have a husband turns up pregnant!  Judah stomps 
his righteous, God-fearing foot and says she has to die.  But 

just before they light her with a match, she produced Judahʼs 
ring and staff!  After Judah picks his jaw up off the floor, he 

declares that Tamar is more righteous than him because he 
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would not give her his son to carry on her line as the law 
required.  Tamar has twins, the first one birthed in Perez.
✦You see?  The people of Bethlehem know of righteous women 
in their history who stood up and demanded the law be 

followed.   Perez is Boazʼ ancestor!  Tamar is Boazʼ ancestor.  
Boaz is cut from the cloth of a family that sticks up for the rights 

of those in need.  So it is not without reason that the Elders of 
Bethlehem say to Boaz:

✦“Through the offspring the LORD gives you by this 
young woman, may your family be like that of Perez, 

whom Tamar bore to Judah.”” Ruth 4:12, NIV.
✦b) Thereʼs more!  Verse 21 says Salmon was the father of 

Boaz. Letʼs go back in history again.  When Israel came out of 
Egypt, they scouted out Jericho before destroying it.  The 

Israelite spies were taken in by a certain “lady of the night” that 
made her living by getting steamy with other ladies husbands 

for money. Her name was Rahab.  But Rahab recognized that 
the God of Israel is the true God of heaven and earth, so she 

helped the spies and asked for protection.  In the end she and 
her family join Israel and live. They are the only survivors of 

Jericho.  A pagan porn star chooses God and joins his family.  
Want to know something else about Rahab?  Rahab is Boazʼ 

mother!  Boazʼs mom is a God-fearing former pagan pole-
dancer.  No Rahab, no Boaz.  No Boaz, no David.  No David, 

no Jesus!  Plus, Boazʼ wife (Ruth) is also a God-fearing former 
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pagan.  Both clearly acknowledged as “righteous” people of 
noble worth for their faith in the Living God! It would seem that 

Boaz has an eye for loving and including the unlikely because 
that is how he came to be part of Godʼs Bethlehem family. 

✦Do you see what I mean when I said Ruth is a story of unlikely love 
and provision?  

✦C. There is so much here weʼll just get a start on it now.  To begin, get 
this: It is not your lineage, your nationality, or your morality that makes you 

a “righteous” person before God and part of his family. It is your faith and 
trust in his forgiving grace.

✦Judahʼs line is a messy line.  Is your line a messy line? My guess is 
you know just where your life has been a mess. God does not detest 

the mess.  He specializes in mess.  He re-presses mess into a better 
shaped masterpiece.  And so Ruthʼs story is a story of hope. If you 

are his family, behind everything God is plotting your joy. For a 
believer, the road may not be a straight path to glory, but it is a path 

there!
✦Look at the mess in Judahʼs line.  Read Matthew 1, Jesusʼ 

geneology!  It has 4 women!  An abused wiley widow (Tamar).  A 
prostitute(Rahab).  A bereaved outcast (Ruth).  An adulterer 

(Bathsheba).  And we havenʼt even started on the men yet!  Donʼt tell 
me, no donʼt tell yourself, your life is too messy for God to make a 

work of art from it.  Whatever your desperation, cry out to God, “God, 
rescue me.”  He will.  God can draw straight lines with crooked sticks.
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✦Itʼs not that God is ok with sin.  God does not approve of sin.  But 
neither does it keep him from using sinful, and devastating acts to 

bring great good and glory.
✦Conclusion:  Hereʼs how Randy Phillips, Bernie Herms and Matthew 

West put it in poetry: 
✦Forgiven

If only you'd forgive yourself

You've been made new

But you're standing where you fell

Because when you look in the mirror

It seems like all you ever see

Are the scars of every failure

And the you that you used to be

Tell your heart to beat again

Close your eyes and breathe it in

Let the shadows fall away

You'll live to love another day

Yesterday's a closing door

And you don't live there anymore

So say goodbye to where you've been

And tell your heart to beat again

Forgiven

Just let that word wash over you

It's all right now
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Love's healing hands have pulled you through

So, get back up and take step one

And now you're new life has begun

And know that if the Son has set you free

Then you are free indeed!

Tell your heart to beat again...

Hope is reaching from a rugged cross

Where a perfect love recaptured all the innocence that's lost

And mercy's calling from an empty grave

So lift your eyes to heaven

And hear your Savior say
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